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Principal’s Message
As we near the holiday 
season, bitter arguments can 
find there way into kitchens 
when it comes to discussing 
best recipes. Recipes 
hanging upon that one 
special ingredient that makes 
it the best. Here at St. John, 
we to believe we have the 
best recipe. High quality 
instruction, great resources, 
student engagement, 
parental involvement, and 
our special ingredient, 
Christ.

The finish product, we believe, are students 
prepared for an everchanging world. Recipes 
are meant to be followed otherwise the 
finished product doesn't meet the 
mark. When one of the above listed 
ingredients is missing, the finished product 
becomes incomplete. Let's focus on the 
finished product and making sure we follow 
the recipe for success!

Birthdays

What’s Happening?

Bible Passage:   But seek first his kingdom and his 

righteousness, and all these things will be added to you as well.
Matthew 25:33

November

• 5  Grayson R.

.

Pastor’s Message

Prayer
Dear Jesus, you're the 
perfect example of 
God's kindness to us. 
Give us strength and 
encouragement to show 
that kindness to others. 
Amen.

Upcoming Events

When I was younger, I 
participated in our 
church's Lutheran 
Pioneer program 
(similar to other 
scouting-type 
programs). I still 
remember the prayer 
we said at each 
gathering... "Jesus, 
help our eyes to see 
our salvation earned 
by thee. Jesus help 
our ears to hear calls 
for help from far and 
near. Jesus, help our 
feet to go in the way 
that thou wilt show. 
Jesus, help our hands 
to do all things loving, 
kind, and true. Jesus 
may we helpful be, 
growing every day 
like thee. Amen.”

-continued on p. 2

11/10 Early Childhood Sing at Church
11/13- Early Release Parent/Teacher 
Conferences
11/15 Donuts with Dads, Silent Auction 
Donation Drop-Off, Bake Sale Drop-Off
11/16 Final Drop-Off for Bake Sale and 
Auction Items
11/17 Silent Auction



Pastor’s Message- continued from front page
Just think what our world would be like if everyone prayed - and followed - that prayer each day! It starts in 
the right place, with the forgiveness God shows us through Jesus. Without a good understanding of that, 
everything else falls apart. But because of our forgiveness... because of our salvation... because heaven is 
ours... because Jesus has done everything necessary for our being in a right relationship with God, we can't 
help but respond in like fashion toward others.
Our chapel message this week focused on the fruit of the Spirit called "kindness." God was certainly kind to 
us! He sent his only Son to live for us and die for us and rise for us. Now, that kindness shows itself in the acts 
of kindness we perform. Your children gave some fantastic examples of what it means to be kind - to their 
friends, and parents, and teachers, and neighbors, and even complete strangers. (Don't worry, I emphasized 
the importance of "stranger danger," too.) Kindness is a fruit of faith that God works in us and through us. 
And out of love for Jesus, we love to go out of our way to show kindness to the people God puts in our lives. 
What a privilege! In service to him and to you - Pastor Mike Gehl.

Calendar Events from St. John Lutheran Church
Nov 17th - Guest Preacher - Rev. Greg Pope is the great-great-great grandson of Rev. Christian Pope, 
who served here at St. John from 1881 until 1900.
Nov 27th - Thanksgiving Eve Worship at 1:00p or 6:30p with a Pie Social at 7:30p.
Dec 4th - Midweek Advent Worship at 1:00p or 6:30p with a meal at 5:00p
Dec 6th - Village of Wrightstown Tree Lighting (6:00p at the river overlook)
Dec 7th - Village of Wrightstown Christmas Parade (noon)

Wrestling Club Coach Search
We are currently in search of adults that may be willing to assist and/or lead a wrestling club. We 
have some children who are interested and an adviser that would be able to help new coaches 
transition into leading a team. If you are interested in helping to lead this group, please contact Mrs. 
Wicks.

Silent Auction News
If you plan on donating an item to the silent auction or food for the bake sale, please note that 
school families can drop those items off at school any time before the end of the school day on 
Friday, November 15.  

We have many, many wonderful items this year!  Thank you to everyone who made donations this 
year. Please make it a priority to join us on November 17 to bid on items, enjoy food from the 
concession stand, grab some bake sale items, or join in some of the children’s activities.  The 
children’s activities are new this year, so please stop on out and let us know what you think.  
Everyone is invited, so please let your friends and family know of this fun way to support your child’s 
school.  

For the silent auction, you do not need to be present at the close of the auction.  We will notify you 
if you win, but you will need to arrange for pick-up of your item before 3:00 p.m. that day.

School News

CAMM Missions
Thank you to all of the families that are helping us support the Central African Medical Mission 
(CAMM). We’re well on our way to meeting our goals. Mr. Raddatz has pledged to provide the 
school with an ice cream party if we can reach $400. If we can hit a mission money total of $600 or 
better, he will dye his hair! Please continue to keep CAMM in your prayers.  Our total for mission 
offerings so far is $292.15.



Classroom News
Mr. Raddatz’s Classroom

We have successfully made it through first quarter and are now motoring on now through second. It is a 
good time to take a moment and see where we are at. Students are beginning to realize the obstacles that 
are present when assignment notebooks are not regularly used. Each day students are asked to record all 
daily assignments. The assignment books are then to be taken home and given to you to double check that 
all work will return to school completed. Students have also gained a better perspective of the great results 
that are attainable when they commit their best effort to each assignment or task. First quarter reflected, 
at times, less effort directly corresponding to lower achievement scores. The same can be said in regards to 
the overall energy level and demeanor of students who take advantage of getting a good night’s sleep.

As we continue on through second quarter, the challenges have been created. 1. Be more organized. 2. Put 
in more effort. 3. Give ample time to rest for the body and mind. 4. Get into the Word of God.

Parents, please note that grades are available online and should be checked at least once a week. If you 
can't access your child's grade, please let me know as soon as possible. Just a reminder that even if your 
child is ill or can't make it to school, the resources and technology available allow for me to deliver all work 
electronically. Blessings on your week.

Mrs. Bunn’s Classroom
This week we finished another art project connected to our studies on African culture.  We recycled gallon 
milk jugs and paper to create a multimedia piece.  The first step was to use a papier mache mixture and 
recycled paper to cover a portion of the milk jugs.  Then we studied pictures of African masks and noticed 
that we saw parallel lines, repeating lines, implied lines, geometric shape , and symmetry. They took note of 
the elements in the masks they liked and used them for inspiration in their own work.  Then they used their 
ideas to paint designs on their masks and added some embellishments.  Next, we’ll learning about the 
characteristics of African masks.  We’re going to learn how these masks show animals or humans, that only
special people get to wear the masks, that being a mask-maker is a very important job, how the masks are 
used, and all about the wide variety of materials used to make masks.

Everyone is reminded to check their child’s binder each night or to check in with your child about materials 
in their binder.  Their reading log should be filled out weekly.  This communication tool lets me know if your 
child is getting enough reading practice.  If children struggle with their reading, it is helpful to know if it is 
due to lack of practice or if we need to see if other types of help are needed.  They also have a spelling list
and memory work in their binder that they should be practiced each night as well.

I look forward to meeting with parents next week for parent/teacher conferences.  If you have a number of 
questions, please e-mail them to me ahead of time.  That way I can have a detailed answer prepared for 
you.  We can’t always talk about everything in that 15 minute time slot so shooting me a few of those 
questions ahead of time will help me make the best use of your time.



We are now in the second quarter of our school year and have some important reading transitions to 
make. Kindergarteners are now being asked to read basic words on a daily basis. Many of them have 
begun reading Bob Books-- small books that start readers off with CVC (consonant-vowel-consonant) 
words. All of them now have small stories as a part of their Superkids language arts curriculum. It is 
exciting to see them growing more confident in their phonics and sight words.

First graders have been steadily adding digraphs and blends to their reading. They have long stories several 
times a week in their Superkids curriculum and are getting to the point of being able to read most-- if not 
all-- of their daily reading comprehension this quarter. A sheet went home this week detailing some of the 
expected progress in their reading. If you have questions or thoughts on the transitions we are going 
through, please let me know.

Second quarter also brings us to a new science unit. The kindergartners, first graders, and second graders 
will all be learning about balancing and weighing. It should be a fun unit as we explore how to find out 
what things weigh, use a variety of measurement tools, and practice finding the center of gravity for some 
uneven loads.

I look forward to seeing everyone at parent/teacher conferences next week! God's blessings until them.

Ms. Buss’s Classroom 
It is hard to believe that we have already wrapped up the first quarter of the school year and have begun 
the second. Things are going well in our classroom! Most kiddos have been doing their coats and zippers by 
themselves now with minimal assistance. This is amazing especially as we are heading into the snow 
season… a little earlier than usual. With that being said, we do get the kids outside to play every day (minus 
rain and horrible wind chills in the heart of the winter). The weather right now has been PERFECT for them 
to get outside. Please, send snow pants, coat, mittens, and boots with your child to school every day as 
most of these items will be used often now. It is hard for them to go play outside without them. If you do 
not want to haul these items back and forth every day to school you may certainly leave it here every day. 
We do have room, and actually that option is encouraged as then it is always here for them. A few quick 
reminders on some important dates coming up: This Sunday, November 10, the kids sing in church at the 
10:15 service. Please have your child down in the church basement by 10:00am. Second, next week on 
Wednesday, November 13, there is a half day of school. School will be released at 11:30am and there will 
be NO aftercare so all kids will need to be picked up at 11:30. Parent Teacher conferences will start at 
noon. If you have not already signed up for a conference slot, please do so. Last, next week on Friday, 
November 15 we will be holding our school wide Donuts for Dads. Each classroom will have some activities 
in it and there will be some light food selections available for all! Our room will have a craft, a few games 
picked out, and a building activity. There is always the option to enjoy free play with your child and have 
them show you the cool things we have in our room (we recently did a whole toy swap between the 
Preschool and PreK rooms)! Donuts for Dads will run from 8am-9am. Dads (or grandpas/uncles if a dad isn’t 
available) are free to come and stay for the whole hour, or come and go as you please during that time 
slot.) PJ Fridays are back in case you missed the memo last time! Every Friday, your child is free to wear 
their pajamas. The kids are doing an AMAZING job learning new things! We have been discussing some 
HARD things in math. We have learned how to tell time to the hour on a clock, and we have started to learn 
to identify coins (so far, just the penny but we have learned a song that talks about all four coins.) Kids in 
literacy are listing words with the beginning sound of S this week, they are starting to understand the 
concept of beginning and ending letters in a word (and middle), and finding S in print. Our religion lesson 
this week has been about God giving Moses the 10 commandments. We also discussed with this lesson that 
rules are a good thing and are there to keep us safe (like holding hands with someone across the street 
etc). The same is true of the 10 commandments. Have a great beginning to your November. Reach out if 
you need anything!

Mrs. Wicks’s Classroom



Mrs. Foelske’s Classroom
November is here and with it lots of wonderful things. We have started the month of with lost of 
new things. New toys! We have switched out the fun camping unit for a Farmers Market and filled 
the sensory table with corn. It is a joy to see how our minds create new and fun ways to play. We 
have started a new number(4), color( yellow), and shape (square). We have also begun to look closer 
at patterns at calendar time.

Bible story has us looking at Joshua and Jericho and next will be God talks to Samuel. We are so 
excited to sing in church in Sunday! It is crazy to think we will start on Christmas music next.

We have reviewed letters A-E and are starting on F. We have explored fish, frogs,and farms. Next 
week is letter G meaning we will look at goats, gold, and green.

Up coming on Nov. 13 is parent-teacher conferences and half day. Please remember to sign up for a 
time to meet with me so we can discuss how your child is doing and so I can address any concerns 
you have. The following Friday Nov. 15 is Donuts with Dad. This is a great chance to have dad, 
grandpa, or a important man in your child's life to come in and enjoy the morning and a donut with 
your child. Picture retake day is Wed. Nov. 20 if you would like to retake your child's picture.

Finally please be aware we do go out side in the snow and your child needs to have appropriate snow 
gear. This means snow pants, a jacket, boots, a hat, and gloves. Please make sure your child's gloves 
are snow-worthy. The little knit ones allow their hands to be cold and the snow soaks right through.

As always feel free to contact me if you have questions or concerns.

Mrs. Alexa Foelske


